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1. 
SUMMARY
1.1 This briefing note aims to provide an update on physical regeneration projects which are taking place throughout the District.
2. 
BACKGROUND
1.2 The last year has seen the announcement of several funding streams which the Council has been able to apply for and this report aims to provide an update on those, together with an update on ongoing and longer term Regeneration work.  
3.        CURRENT POSITION

Towns Fund

3.1
On 27 July 2019 the Prime Minister announced that the £3.6 billion Towns Fund would support an initial 101 town deals across England, with Mansfield being named as a District which would benefit from the funding.
3.2
Towns were invited to create Investment Plans which outline their strategic objectives to drive the economic regeneration of their town to deliver long term economic and productivity growth through urban regeneration, planning and land use, skills and enterprise infrastructure and connectivity.  

3.3
Mansfield’s Town Investment Plan was formerly submitted to government on Friday 30th October 2020. 
The plan recognises the districts main challenges around accessibility and infrastructure; town centres; health and wellbeing; skills and identity and brand, and projects were included which aim to address these. 
3.4
In the March 2021 budget MDC was notified by government that £12.3 million had been allocated towards the delivery of the Town Investment Plan.  As this was less than our original request, working with the Mansfield Place Board, a refining exercise has been undertaken and the following projects will be progressed using the funding:

· Destination Mansfield Parks

· Mansfield Woodhouse Station Gateway Micro Tech Units

· SMART Mansfield Testbed

· Destination Mansfield Branding

· West Notts College – Future Tech, Knowledge & Skills Exchange

· Warsop Health Hub

3.5
At the end of March the Heads of Terms the funding offer was accepted to formerly agree that HM Treasury Green Book Business Cases would be produced for each of the projects within the next 12 months.  MHCLG has allocated £70,000 to support the development of these business cases and once produced these will be evaluated locally through our Project Assurance Group and Place Board.  Final sign off has to via the Section 151 Officer in MDC’s role as Accountable Body for the Fund.  In addition, internal systems are also being set up to support the overall delivery and monitoring of the programme. 

Levelling Up Fund
3.6
The Levelling Up Fund (LUF) was initially announced at the 2020 Spending Review with further details announced in March’s budget.  The fund focuses on capital investment in local infrastructure, prioritising bids that invest in regeneration and growth in places in need and areas of low productivity and connectivity.  
3.7
Local Authorities can submit one bid for every MP whose constituency lies wholly within their boundary and the bid must be backed by the MP.  Bids can be submitted for an individual project or a package bid consisting of multiple projects (up to a maximum of 3) and both can request up to £20 million of funding.  In addition, one large scale transport scheme (up to £50m) can be submitted by each County Council.
3.8
The first round of funding closes 18th June 2021 and focuses on the following themes:

· Transport investments
· Regeneration and town centre investment, 

· Cultural investment
Within the competition, funding will be targeted towards places with the most significant need, taking into account the following:

· Need for economic recovery and growth

· Need for improved transport and connectivity

· Need for regeneration
3.9
Areas have been ranked 1-3 with one representing places with the highest levels of identified need, with preference being given to those areas in decision making.  Mansfield has been ranked in position one and qualifies for £125,000 capacity building funding to support the creation of the bid.
3.10
In light of the tight timescales of the bidding round; concurrent work required on Towns Fund and applications for the Community Renewal Fund  as well as  the release of the capacity building funding, which is only available to support LRF bids from round 2 onwards, the Council is working towards round 2 for the submission of a bid.  Further information has been requested from government in terms of timing of this and clarification is awaited.  
Townscape Heritage Initiative
3.11
The project runs for five years and is due for completion February 2024. The total budget for the project is £1.3 million, with £849,100 provided by the NLHF (National Lottery Heritage Fund).  There are two elements to the project:

· Activities - to provide opportunities for local people of all ages and abilities to get involved in activities, events and training, and to gain a greater understanding of the historic environment in the town.  

· Improvements to shop fronts - over 40 properties within the Town Centre Conservation Area on Leeming Street and Market Place are eligible for grants.  The grant can contribute towards repairs to the fabric of a building, such as re-pointing masonry, joinery and window repairs, replacement of lost architectural features, such as traditional windows or shop fronts and hand written signage.

3.12
Prior to the pandemic, 26 properties benefited from gutter cleaning,         several roof surveys were undertaken and the Bentinck Memorial was cleaned.  During the pandemic, the website has been developed and launched (www.mansfieldtownscape.org.uk), a 10 week radio campaign was undertaken on Mansfield 103.2, and an art competition for young people (up to 16) has been running.   

3.13

Work has also been progressing with property owners to raise awareness of the project and engage with them on the advantages for the properties of being involved in the scheme.  Several properties on Leeming Street and around the Market Place are advancing well with architectural drawings being produced and costed in anticipation of applications being submitted over the next few months.   

Stockwell Gateway

3.14
The former bus station site was leased to Arba Group on a long term lease hold basis and planning permission was granted in November 2020 for the development of a 100 bedroom hotel, together with three food and drink units. Over the last few months’ groundwork, utility and heritage surveys have all been undertaken on the site in preparation of developing starting and the end users for the three food and beverage units have been signed up:

· Taco Bell

· Tim Hortons

· Dominos

3.15
In addition grant funding of £688,388 has been secured for the development from N2 Towns Centres Programme which is funded by D2N2 and administered by Nottinghamshire County Council.  Drainage drawings have now been finalised and a start on site is expected imminently.   

Urban Greening
3.16
The Urban Greening Project has been progressing well over the last six months. VIA were appointed to undertake outline feasibility works on several sites across Mansfield and following a prioritisation of funds the following five sites were selected to receive Urban Greening investment:
· Walkden Street Park area

· Bus Station Subway

· Top of Stockwell Gate gateway

· Stockwell Gate Bridges

· Town Hall Car park

3.17
This next stage of the work is now being led on by the Town Centre Management Team.  A contractor has also been appointed to undertake the creation of detailed design works for each of the identified sites, with a view to starting works in the late summer/early autumn.  

4. 
COMMENTS OF HEAD OF PLANNING AND REGENERATION

The Council has adopted a Corporate Plan ”Making Mansfield, Towards 203” which places Growth as a key priority for the future to facilitate the further objectives around Place shaping, Aspiration and Wellbeing.  The Council needs to be developing an ambitious approach towards stimulating growth and investment in the District and these initiatives will help to achieve this.
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